Spiritual Acuity 3

After losing his sight, twenty-year-old George Matheson resolved to continue studying toward his goal
of becoming a Christian minister. Persevering, he was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity and
had a long career as pastor in Scotland. Queen Victoria invited him to preach at her Scottish estate of
Balmoral and afterwards had Matheson's sermon on Job published.

Matheson's famous hymn, "O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go," gives insight into his deep feelings over
both losing his eyesight and the companionship of human marriage:

O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to Thee;

I trace the rainbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain,
That morn shall tearless be.

-- verse 3; music and all verses at http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/o/1/oltwnlmg.htm
If I will allow it, Matheson tells me, God's grace will work in suffering to set me free -- not _from_

suffering, but _through_ suffering.

Coffee/tea thought: Can I see in my own history where God has worked through deep loss to bring
healing and joy?

John

Ref: George Matheson (1842-1906), quoted in AN ANTHOLOGY OF DEVOTIONAL LITERATURE by
Thomas S. Kepler.
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