Spiritual Murder

George MacDonald, 19th century writer and pastor whose writings greatly influenced C. S. Lewis, said
that it may be an infinitely less evil to murder a person than to refuse to forgive him or her.

Murder may be the act of a momentary passion. But unforgiveness involves a continuing choice of the
heart.

In refusing to forgive someone, I am shutting him or her out of my world. Again and again I am
closing the door on any possibility of mercy and love from me to him or her. It is, says MacDonald,
_ spiritual_ murder.

Jesus had equally strong words about our need to forgive:

"Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us. ... If you forgive those who sin

against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will
not forgive your sins." -- Jesus (Matt. 6 12-15 NLT)

Coffee/tea thought: Sometimes forgiveness comes fairly easily, but often it seems impossible.
Give me__Your_ grace and power, Lord Jesus, to do what__You_ ask me to do.
John

Read passage: Matt. 6.5-18
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206.5-18&version=NLT
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