Service Not Power

The disciple James was one of Jesus' three closest friends.

Jesus allowed only James and Peter and John to go into the house with Him to heal the daughter of
Jairus. And James was one of those same three that Jesus took up the mountain to hear the Father
state that Jesus was His Son.

But James also heard Jesus make it clear that following Him included suffering. When asked if he
could drink the cup of suffering Jesus was to drink, James enthusiastically replied Yes! He was young,
brash and strong. "Sons of thunder" was Jesus' nickname for him and John.

"You [Jesus] loved this young, zealous man [James] whose main desire was to be with You at all times
and in all places. You told him and all Your disciples that service, not power, was the standard in Your
kingdom, and slowly You changed his heart from one set on influence into one searching for the
deepest place." -- Henri Nouwen, A CRY FOR MERCY

James followed Jesus and drank the cup, becoming one of the first apostles to die for Jesus.

Coffee/tea prayer: Lord, I let go of my desire for power and influence, because You alone fill my
deepest longing.

John

Ref: Matt. 17.1, 20.20-28; Mark 3.16-18; Luke 8-9; Acts 12.1
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