Medieval Women of Faith 3

Spiritual renewal swept across northern Europe in the early 13th century, due in large part to great
numbers of women in communities called Beguines, who sought to live simply, giving away their
resources to help needy people.

Some Beguines established schools for girls who would otherwise receive no education, teaching them
basics of reading, writing, arithmetic and Christian character. Since growing cities had no hospitals
to care for the sick and lepers, and no welfare system for the poor and hungry, some Beguine women
(laypeople) followed Jesus' command to love others in practical of ways, establishing many of the first
hospitals.

Thus the term Beguine, while at first pejorative, came to be one of respect and appreciation. Official
approval by the Pope and deep spiritual thirst for community led to explosive Beguine growth: In a few
decades, in Belgium alone, there were more than ten thousand women living in Beguine communities.

Coffee/tea thought: Thank You, Father, for Your heart of compassion for the needy, expressed
through these amazing women. How can I follow their godly example today?
John

Ref: SEEKING SPIRITUAL INTIMACY - Journeying Deeper with Medieval Women of Faith, Glenn
Myers, IVP (2011)
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