Lies the World Tells Us
Henri Nouwen says that in life we are constantly surrounded by rejections.

To get in touch with being chosen by God as His child, I must continually _ unmask_ the world for
what it is: Manipulative. Controlling. Power-grasping. And in the long run, destructive.

Nouwen's words strike a resonant chord with our life experiences. When one of our grandchildren
moved with his family to another part of the country, he felt ostracized by other elementary school
students because he spoke differently.

The world system in it's self-focus tries to tell us many lies about who we are. An abusive marriage
partner tries to make the other partner feel of no worth. At work and social gatherings, people put
down others. Education and wealth, far from mitigating the problem, only allow a higher platform
from which to spew disdain on others.

When we feel hurt, offended or rejected, Nouwen has wise advice, saying we must dare to tell
ourselves:

"These feelings, strong as they may be, are not telling me the truth about myself. The truth, even
though I cannot feel it right now, is that I am a chosen child of God, precious in God's eyes, called
Beloved from all eternity and held safe in an everlasting embrace." -- H. Nouwen, THE LIFE OF THE
BELOVED

Coffee/tea thought: "Do not be afraid ... I have called you by name; you are mine." Is. 43.1 NLT
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