In The Secret Depths 3

The ancient, anonymous author of THE BOOK OF PRIVY COUNSELING (14th century) was a wise
and experienced spiritual mentor. He wrote to help a younger traveler succeed on the spiritual
journey toward loving Jesus more and more.

God is never far from any of us, as Scripture affirms (Acts 17.27). But our author says that from our
perspective God appears to come and go. This He does not do capriciously or by chance, but with
purpose.

Why does He do this? His purpose is that both God's presence and absence prepare and shape me in
the secret depths of my spirit, for_ His_ work. Even when I feel no enthusiasm for Him, I am
learning patience.

Coffee/tea thought: "Make no mistake about this, God may at times withdraw sweet emotions,
joyful enthusiasm, burning desires. But He never withdraws His grace from those He has chosen...
Of this I am certain." -- THE BOOK OF PRIVY COUNSELING

John

Ref: THE CLOUD OF UNKNOWING and THE BOOK OF PRIVY COUNSELING. Anonymous
author, 14th century England. Edited by William Johnston (1973). ISBN 0-385-03097-5
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