Encouragement From Peter 5

I have a friend who is an international student working toward a graduate degree at our university. He
often feels that his professor is treating him unfairly and taking advantage of him.

As emeritus professor I can affirm that professors are sinners like all people -- and can be unhealthily
success-driven. Although the stress is intense, my student friend is treating his professor with respect
and continuing his research as directed.

In the little Bible book called 1 Peter, I am reminded how well my graduate student friend, a serious
Christian, is following God's instructions and growing in godly wisdom:

"You who are slaves must accept the authority of your masters with all respect. Do what they tell you --
not only if they are kind and reasonable, but even if they are cruel. For God is pleased with you when
you do what you know is right and patiently endure unfair treatment. ... if you suffer for doing good
and endure it patiently, God is pleased with you.

Note: I am not obligated to obey a boss who wants me to break God's law. I am to obey God, not man
(or woman). But otherwise, I am to treat my boss with respect.

Coffee/tea thought: "For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ

suffered for you. He is your example..." -- 1 Peter 2.13-21 NLT
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