Eating Together

A friend of mine, Jay, attended a seminar by Hugh Halter, author of The Tangible Kingdom, an
excellent book on living out the kingdom of God.

Halter and his wife wanted to reach out to people in Denver who weren't following Jesus. As a couple
they had a goal of regularly sharing a meal with such people. As their spiritual community grew, they
had regular parties and invited friends.

My friend Jay and his wife Barb have also been hosting similar parties, most recently a brunch, for
people in their area. Jay says,

"There is something significant about eating a meal with people. Think about all the references to food
and eating together in the Bible. When we invite people to eat with us, we honor them. This changes
the relationship. ... The next time you see them, the greeting is different, the bond is stronger."

What would happen if we regularly invited our non-Jesus-following friends to eat with us? What if our
Christian community hosted regular parties for such friends?

Coffee/tea thought: Is God calling me/my family/my Christian community to host gatherings for
friends where we can simply relax and enjoy getting to know each other better, without "pressure"?
Would Jesus "show up"?
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